


1920 1924

Office International des 
Epizooties (OIE)
is created by agreement 
of 28 States, to improve 
animal health, and to 
ensure coordinated 
prevention, 
preparedness & 
response, in case of 
outbreaks

Rinderpest outbreak in Belgium as 
a result of zebus originating from 
India and destined to Brazil. 
Numerous ravages in livestock 
and livelihoods across the globe

1928

Alexander Fleming 
discovers penicillin at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, London

First international resolution 
around AMR, based on 
scientific evidences reported 
back in 1948

1952

“Practitioner must not use antibiotics at the discretion of his fantasy,

but following rules that have been set by experience.

Use of antibiotics against insensitive germs or specifically resistant,

utilization of too weak doses or through a too short time frame, can

reveal resistant germs, delaying the set of an efficient therapy and

lead to treatment failures, harming a method that, when judiciously

and correctly applied, has saved numerous human and animal lives”

2022

… … …



• WOAH Strategy on AMR and the Prudent Use of Antimicrobials

• The WOAH Strategy supports the objectives established in the 
Global Action Plan on antimicrobial resistance and reflects the 
mandate of WOAH, through four main objectives:

Improve awareness and understanding

Strengthen knowledge through surveillance and research

Support good governance and capacity building

Encourage implementation of international standards

WOAH Strategy on AMR

https://www.woah.org/en/document/en_oie-amrstrategy/


WOAH Strategy on AMR & Prudent Use of Antimicrobials



Improving awareness and understanding of AMR 

• It is important to involve all relevant stakeholders- from 
veterinarians to the general public: everybody has a role 
when addressing AMR

• It is important to use common terminology across sectors

• Communicate in a language and via media that is adequate 
to the target audience and country context

WOAH chicken farming & AMRWOAH Fighting AMR: Responsible AMU

Improve awareness and understanding

https://youtu.be/Z0gzFYyYEyY
https://youtu.be/NSUPXKH0XIs
https://youtu.be/NSUPXKH0XIs


Terrestrial Animal Health Code Aquatic Animal Health Code

• Ch.6.7. Introduction to the 
recommendations for controlling 
antimicrobial resistance

• Ch.6.8. Harmonisation of national AMR
surveillance and monitoring 
programmes (updated in May 2018)

• Ch.6.9. Monitoring of the quantities 
and usage patterns of antimicrobial 
agents used in food-producing animals 
(Agreement on definitions)

• Ch.6.10. Responsible and prudent use 
of antimicrobial agents in veterinary 
medicine

• Ch.6.11. Risk analysis for AMR arising 
from the use of antimicrobial agents in 
animals

• Ch.6.2. Principles for responsible and 
prudent use of antimicrobial agents in 
aquatic animals

• Ch.6.3. Monitoring of the quantities 
and usage patterns of antimicrobial 
agents used in aquatic animals

• Ch.6.4. Development and 
harmonisation of national AMR 
surveillance and monitoring
programmes for aquatic animals

• Ch.6.5. Risk analysis for AMR arising 
from the use of antimicrobial agents in 
aquatic animals

• Extension to non-food producing 
animals

• Strengthening environmental 
impact of antimicrobial use

• Reinforcing NAPs design & 
implementation under One Health

• Clarifying and detailing 
responsibilities & actions for all 
concerned actors
❑ Competent authorities
❑ Pharmaceutical industry
❑ Wholesale & retail distributors
❑ Veterinarians
❑ Animal feed manufacturers
❑ Food animal producers
❑ Owners of non-food producing 

animals

Encourage implementation of international standards

https://www.woah.org/report_revision_chapter6-10_11-08-22/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/


WOAH’s list of antimicrobials of veterinary importance

2022
2020

2022

• Scope: Authorized antibiotics for food-producing fish 
and crustaceans

• Methodology: Developed by an Ad hoc Group and 
reviewed by external experts

• Differences with respect to main multispecies list

• Criteria for inclusion of pathogens, diseases and 
antimicrobial classes

• Table of antimicrobial agents

Encourage implementation of international standards

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-oie-list-antimicrobials-june2021.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/working-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/#ui-id-3


Strengthen knowledge through surveillance and research

https://amu.woah.org/amu-system-portal/cms/view/44dac06f-51b6-44b0-a873-2920826ccf08/b1455796-2dbd-475d-ad67-6f222e1b9691/public


• Since 2010, already seven cycles of training, 
worldwide

• Uninterrupted training through COVID-19 
pandemics

• Reshaping programs to
❑ Leverage the momentum and strengthen 

engagement with FPs
❑ Customize Programs to better fit 

heterogeneity of needs
❑ Leverage the expanded breadth of pedagogical 

and technological tools available

Support good governance and capacity building



• Multi-Partner Trust Fund project
• Pilot currently running in Morocco
• PVS VLSP is part of the project
• Plans to bring UNEP in

Support good governance and capacity building



Training of Focal Points for Veterinary Products and Aquatic Health 

•

•

•

•

o Pharmacovigilance;

o Substandard & Falsified veterinary products;

o Progress made, and updates on antiparasitic 
resistance;

o Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and 
antimicrobial use (AMU)

o VICH general principles 

Support good governance and capacity building



WOAH Platform for the training of the Veterinary Services

▪ Competency-based Training System

▪ One competency package dedicated to AMR

▪ 5 eLearning modules available by end of 2023 in 4 languages

Education levels Terrestrial animals Aquatic animals

Day 1 and VPP level e-modules General introduction to AMR, with WOAH’s lens

Stewardships on AMR under One Health approach

Day 2 level e-modules Stewardships on AMR in
terrestrial animals

Stewardships on AMR in aquatic
animals

Expert level e-modules Building a national AMR Action Plan focused on the terrestrial and
aquatic animal health sector

Support good governance and capacity building



Workplan AMR in Aquaculture

Enhance tools and activities for the 
control of AMR in aquatic animals

Support WOAH Members’ aquaculture 
- Promoting prudent and responsible AMU 
- Developing competencies for AMR control

Workplan

5 years



Working Group on Antimicrobial Resistance 

• The Group was established by the 
Director General following the adoption 
of Resolution #14 at the 87th OIE 
General Session in 2019

• The Group assists in the implementation 
of

• WOAH Strategy on AMR and the 
Prudent Use of Antimicrobials

• Recommendations of the 2nd OIE 
Global Conference on AMR and 
Prudent Use of Antimicrobials  

• Biannual meetings 

• FAO and WHO attend as observers

Working Group on AMR 

2nd OIE Conference on AMR

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-abstract-amr2018.pdf


Special thanks to those that contribute to WOAH’s work:
• WOAH Members
• Collaborating Centres, partner organisations
• Ad-hoc groups 
• Working Group on AMR 
• Our colleagues in the Regions
• Quadripartite organisations 

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:a.mateus@woah.org


Ensuring transparency and enhancing knowledge of the 

worldwide animal health situation.

Development of national policies and national sanitary
systems

Assessment of potential trading partners and their

health situation

Drafting of import sanitary measures, according to the 

commodity and their origin

Veterinary certification and export/import procedures



Consequences of using SFVP

Impact

1. SFVP Situation Assessment
2. Evaluation of WHO System &WOAH’s 

feasibility
3. Engagement with WOAH Members
4. Project Proposal & Pilot 

Substandard & Falsified Products (SFVPs)
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