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Today, on the occasion of World Rabies Day, WHO, OIE and FAO are calling on countries to accelerate efforts to 
combat rabies in three steps: 

EDUCATE by raising awareness of rabies among at-risk populations 

VACCINATE by implementing large-scale dog vaccination and ensuring prompt delivery of post-exposure 
treatment to humans in areas at risk of rabies 

ELIMINATE by targeting a world free from dog-mediated human rabies deaths by 2030 

 
Paris, 28 September 2016 - The World Health Organization (WHO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) are reiterating their call for a world free from human rabies 
transmitted by dogs by 2030. This year’s theme – Educate, Vaccinate, Eliminate – outlines the key steps required to attain 
this goal in line with the global vision endorsed at the WHO/OIE Global Rabies Conference organized in collaboration with 
FAO and the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) held in December 2015. 

Children in underserved, rural populations are particularly vulnerable, and face a daily threat of rabies. Of all the neglected 
tropical diseases, rabies ranks as one of the highest, with as many as an estimated 59 000 estimated deaths worldwide.  

Rabies is 100% vaccine-preventable in animals and humans. Most cases can be prevented by vaccinating dogs, avoiding dog 
bites and raising awareness among communities.  There is no cure for rabies once symptoms develop, and bite victims 
invariably die a slow, painful death unless post-bite treatment is promptly administered. 

***** 

EDUCATE. A cornerstone of rabies elimination is raising public awareness of rabies as an entirely preventable disease. 

Rabies awareness campaigns adapted to the local situation are essential to motivate responsible dog ownership, including 
vaccination of dogs against rabies, prevent dog bites and administer first aid for bite victims including wound washing and 
rabies post-exposure injections. Awareness raising encourages communities to fight rabies and fosters political commitment 
at local, national, regional and international levels for allocating the needed resources. 

***** 

VACCINATE. Vaccination of dogs prevents rabies at its animal source and stops the rabies virus from circulating. Human 
vaccines reduce fatalities induced by bites of possible rabies-infected dogs. 
 
Wider access to safe, efficacious and accessible dog and human vaccines and immunoglobulins is needed in all communities 
at risk of rabies. Mass vaccination of dogs in at-risk areas has proven the most cost–effective, long-term intervention for 
interrupting transmission of human rabies transmitted by dogs. 
 
Since 2012, the OIE dog Rabies Vaccine Bank has provided a secure supply of quality-assured vaccines manufactured in 
accordance with OIE international standards. To match the OIE-led dog Rabies Vaccine Bank, WHO plans to create a human 
rabies vaccine stockpile to be operational by the end of 2017. These initiatives are intended to accelerate rabies elimination 
programmes in countries. 

***** 

ELIMINATE. Achieving zero human deaths from dog-transmitted rabies by 2030 is feasible but relies on political commitment 
and support. The 2015 Global Rabies Framework promotes a stepwise approach to assist countries to successfully eliminate 
rabies, by prioritizing actions and allocating resources. 
 
WHO, OIE and FAO together with countries and partners target the elimination of rabies through education and vaccination, 
contributing to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, by ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all, 

https://www.oie.int/eng/RABIES2015/index.html
https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Rabies_portal/EN_TimeisnowGlobalFramework.pdf


at all ages, everywhere. 
 
Useful link: 

• OIE web portal on rabies: www.oie.int/rabies 

 

Rabies is everyone's concern: the time for mobilisation is now 

 
Paris, 26 September 2014 - On the occasion of World Rabies Day, the OIE is mobilising its forces, and invites the international 
community to join the fight against one of the world's most deadly zoonoses.  

Every ten minutes, somebody somewhere in the world dies of rabies. That tragic statistic still holds true today. Each year, 
rabies claims around 70,000 human victims, mainly children in developing countries. However, rabies can be eliminated. Over 
95% of human rabies cases are due to bites by infected dogs and, unlike many other diseases, we have all the necessary 
tools to eradicate it. That is why, today, every rabies victim is one victim too many.  

"In addition to the OIE's missions of setting standards and promoting international solidarity in order to prevent and control 
rabies, it is essential to inform populations on the ravages brought about by this devastating disease," declares Dr. Bernard 
Vallat, Director General of the OIE. "Rabies is a disease that is all too often under-estimated, and it is urgent for all to become 
aware of the fact that there are solutions.  Vaccinating 70% of dogs in risk areas would make it possible to eliminate rabies in 
humans." 

For the first time, the OIE is publishing an interactive infographic on rabies, to help us better to know, understand, and combat 
the disease. The OIE addresses a broad audience, and encourages it to use and disseminate this infographic as widely as 
possible. We all have our contribution to make to the global fight against rabies. Discover the OIE infographic on rabies (also 
available in French, Spanish and  Russian). 

At the same time, the OIE will be unveiling its new rabies web portal. This platform brings together a wealth of information on 
rabies and on action taken worldwide to combat it. What is rabies? How can it be controlled? How can we react?  The answers 
are here. It contains a page devoted to the OIE's communication tools aimed at various audiences, including disease 
information summaries, educational material, videos and statements. 

 

https://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/rabies-portal/
https://www.oie.int/infographic/rabies/
https://www.oie.int/infographie/rage/
https://www.oie.int/infographic/rabies/
https://www.oie.int/infographic/rabies/russian
https://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/rabies-portal/
https://www.oie.int/infographic/rabies/

