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Competent Veterinary Authority

‘’Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’’

Competent Authority ‘’ General Directorate of Livestock’’

dealing with animal health, border control of live animal, animal welfare checks at farm
and during transport

Department responsible for import – export of live animals

‘‘Department of Animal Import, Export and Border Control’’

Department responsible for Animal Welfare

‘‘Department of Animal Welfare, Identification, and Registration’’

Regional units responsible for animal imports:

‘’Veterinary Border Control Point Directorates”

Provincial directorates responsible for animal welfare: 

81 Provincial Directorates

Competent Ministry

‘’Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’’

Competent Authority ‘’General Directorate of Livestock’’

Managing animal health, border control procedures for live animals, and animal welfare 
inspections on farms and during transportation.

Department responsible for import – export of live animals

‘‘Department of Animal Import, Export and Border Control’’

Department responsible for Animal Welfare

‘‘Department of Animal Welfare, Identification and Registration’’

Regional units responsible for animal imports:
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Implementation of the standards 
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Overview of country livestock transport and trade  

PORT VETERINARY BORDER CONTROL 
POINTS
1. Balıkesir – Bandırma
2. Hatay – İskenderun
3. İstanbul – Ambarlı
4. İstanbul – Pendik
5. İzmir

6. Kocaeli
7. Mersin
8. Samsun
9. Tekirdağ
10. Trabzon
11. Zonguldak

AIRPORT VETERINARY BORDER CONTROL POINTS

1. Ankara Esenboğa
2. Antalya
3. İstanbul Sabiha Gökçen
4. İstanbul
5. İzmir Adnan Menderes

ROAD TRANSPORT VETERINARY BORDER CONTROL POINTS

1. Ağrı – Gürbulak
2. Ardahan
3. Artvin – Sarp
4. Edirne – Kapıkule

5.   Edirne – İpsala
6. Hatay – Cilvegözü
7. Iğdır – Dilucu
8. Şırnak – Habur
9. Van

THERE ARE 25 VETERINARY BORDER INSPECTION POINTS
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• Our country’s import of bovine animals for fattening, slaughter, and breeding 
has been realized mainly from European Union countries, Australia and 
South America.

• Due to recent outbreaks of Bluetongue, Foot and Mouth Disease and Sheep 
and Goat Pox in EU countries, imports from these countries have been 
suspended.

• Bovine animals were mainly imported from Brazil and Uruguay during the
last 3 years.

YEAR Cattle

2023 607.000

2024 450.000

2025 447.000
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• In our import operations, numerous animal welfare violations have been detected in 
animals and transport vehicles sent to our country from both EU countries and 
South American countries.

• From time to time shipments containing following animals have been sent by the 
exporting country to our country

• Not selected by our official veterinarians in the exporting country,

• Without ear tag,

• Not complying with veterinary health certificate requirements,

• Detected not compliant during physical, document or identity checks

• In such cases, information is urgently provided via email to the authorized service of 
the exporting country, WOAH representatives, and certain non-governmental 
organizations.

• However, instead of taking necessary actions all our trading partners only came up 
with a solution that Türkiye should immediately take the animals so as not to 
violate animal welfare…



Multi-regional Whole Journey Scenario workshop on long -distance transport by land and sea between Europe, the Middle East, and N orth Africa

• In our import operations, numerous animal welfare violations have been detected in 
animals and transport vehicles sent to our country from both EU countries and 
South American countries.

• From time to time shipments containing following animals have been sent by the 
exporting country to our country

• Not selected by our official veterinarians in the exporting country,

• Without ear tag,

• Not complying with veterinary health certificate requirements,

• Detected not compliant during physical, document or identity checks

• In such cases, information is urgently provided via email to the authorized service of 
the exporting country, WOAH representatives, and certain non-governmental 
organizations.

• However, instead of taking necessary actions all our trading partners only came up 
with a solution that Türkiye should immediately take the animals so as not to 
violate animal welfare…



Multi-regional Whole Journey Scenario workshop on long -distance transport by land and sea between Europe, the Middle East, and N orth Africa

• Due to our sensitive approach to animal welfare, and specifically to prevent harm to animals, certain shipments of 
this type have been accepted into our country through alternative solutions, despite being unsuitable.

• Unfortunately, exporting countries have repeated the same mistakes, assuming that whatever they send to Türkiye 
will be accepted.

• When animals that do not meet import requirements are sent to our country, all EU country authorities provide the 
following responses;

• It was a minor mistake.
• The animals are actually healthy.
• Emergency slaughter should not be performed; animals are valuable.
• Animal welfare is very important. 
• From now on, attention will be paid to such errors.
• An investigation will be conducted into the official personnel who approved the shipment. 

• Altough
• Animals have entered just 300 meters inside our country's official borders, 
• Still present in the customs area, 
• Still held under the control of veterinarians at the Veterinary Border Control Point Directorate
• Still not unloaded from the transport vehicle in some cases

❖ We are informed that these shipments cannot be returned or sent back under any circumstances.



Thank you

Multi-regional Whole Journey Scenario workshop on long -distance transport 
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