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France has a central position in Europe
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Overview of country livestock transport and trade

France mainly exports live cattle to Member States or Third Countries.
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*The FranceAgrimer (visiotrade) data as of 01 nov. 2025
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Overview of country livestock transport and trade
France mainly exports live sheeps to Member States or Third Countries.
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Overview of country livestock transport and trade

France also exports horses, goats, rabbits and pigs to Member States or Third
Countries.
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Competent Authorities

g

Instructions

\ Coordination

Exécution

- Controls of health conditions at exchanges / exports

- Controls of transport conditions and animal welfare at exchanges /
exports

- Issuance of administrative certification for exchanges / exports
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National animal welfare standards

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 on official controls performed to ensure compliance with the rules on animal health

and welfare

He gives the technical expectations regarding:
- means of transport (including ships)
- during loading operations.
- the criteria for fitness to continue the transport
of animals

Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/842

supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 as
regards rules for the performance of official
controls to verify compliance with animal
welfare requirements in relation to the
transport of animals by livestock vessels

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/372

laying down rules for the recording and sharing
of official control reports (...) on approval of
livestock vessels and minimum requirements
for exit points
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National animal welfare standards

For all the animal long journey the minimum animal welfare standards on animal transport established in
France include the compliance with the expectations of Europeans Regulations(No. (EC) 1/2005)

1) Systematic documentary checks before 2) Physical checks of means of transport and animals welfare at
departures by the departmental authorities place of departure (by a veterinarian within 24 hours before the
(completed journey log and certification) animals departure )
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National animal welfare standards

Road transport :

France have a system for training drivers of road vehicles (authorized training
organisations), which has been in operation since 2000 and has been regularly
improved, for example in terms of evaluation system at the end of training.

Maritime transport :

In France, at the local level (Sete) by the person in charge of the control post (not
equivalent official system) has set up specific training for crews of livestock carriers.

In progress : development of an official training system for maritime crews. Live animal
conveyors are on board to accompany the animals during sea crossings
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Focus on Cross-border maritime transport of animals

In order to better organize the arrival of animals for loading on the livestockvessel, the operator must provide
the local competent authority with all information relating to maritime transport 5 days before loading
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Monitoring and evaluation

In order to monitor and assess the effectiveness of animal welfare standards
during long-distance and cross-border transport, the local competent
authorities carry out retrospectiv checks based on recording data

(temperature, geolocation).

Tracking)  Diagramme de la température pour le véhicule CH-073_YH pendant la période 25/05/2023 19:00 au 26/05/2023 09: [ THERMO KING

Fuseau horaire : (UTC + 2:00) Amsterdam, Berlin, Berne, Rome, Stockholm, Vienne
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Focus on Cross-border maritime transport of animals

To report to France the significant animal welfare issues that occurred
during the trip, there is a generic email address:

transport.protectionanimale.dgal@agriculture.gouv.fr

Simply send all the elements found and someone will take care of the
investigation (in addition to the | rasff alert systems ...)
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Conclusions

Strengths for the competent authorities:

Strong regulation on transports, common for EU members > 20 years
Official controls system implemented, evaluated and improved since 2005

A network of competent official inspectors (4 persons), dedicated to animal
protection during transport, in place for many years : support for all
inspectors, exchanges

Training system for official inspectors : annual trainings for new and
refreshment courses
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Conclusions

Challenges for the competent authorities:

e lack of human resources for control the loading at each place of departure
(or reloading at resting places) - given the scale of the total number of
means of transport - given the distances to be covered - given the
constraints linked to the working hours (at night, during holidays, etc.)

e difficulties in obtaining complete data in return, after the end of the
journey and targeting "risk journey” in order to anticipate problems on

future trips

 Workin silos at central level : experts from different ministries (transports,
agriculture, customs)
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