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2Why self-declare an animal health status ?

Increase visibility of disease 
freedom

Demonstrate the quality of 
Veterinary Services

Promote good animal 

health practices

Demonstrate continuous compliance 

with WOAH international standards

Demonstrate transparency in 

animal disease situation



3The procedure

A self-declaration of disease 
freedom is entirely under the 

Delegate’s responsibility

Documented compliance with the 
provisions of Article 1.4.4. and with 

disease-specific articles of the 
Aquatic Code

www.woah.org/self-declaration 

Published on WOAH official webpage

Applicable for Country, 
Zone or Compartment

 

No fixed schedule,
submit at any time of the year !

For Aquatic Listed diseases

Following the Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) and template (Annex III) on the 
publication of self-declarations

(Chapter 4.2)

http://www.woah.org/self-declaration
http://www.woah.org/self-declaration
http://www.woah.org/self-declaration
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Reception of a 
self-declaration

1. 
Acknowledgement

of receipt within
24 hours

2. Review of the 
self-declaration

3. Self-declaration complete

3. Request of additional
information and compilation 

of the information

4. DDG’s review

OR

Publication on WOAH 
official webpage

The procedure



5Pathways for Freedom
Pathway Primary surveillance evidence 

to claim disease freedom
Secondary evidence to claim freedom (if 

required)
Applicable level of 

application

1. Absence of susceptible species Surveys, historical data, 
import records, 
environmental 
information

None Country, zone

2. Historical freedom Passive surveillance Targeted surveillance (in 
populations where passive 
surveillance is not appropriate)

Country, zone

3. Targeted surveillance Targeted surveillance
Passive surveillance (in appropriate
populations)

Country, zone,
compartment

4. Returning to freedom Targeted surveillance
Passive surveillance (in appropriate
populations)

Country, zone,
compartment

Further details on the pathways for freedom are provided in Chapter 1.4. of the Aquatic Code

Not all pathways are available for every disease; they are disease-specific.

https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259615
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259616
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259617
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259618
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259619
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259620
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259621
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259621
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259622
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259623
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259624
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259625
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259626
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259627
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259628
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259629
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259630
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259631
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“Quality Of Aquatic Animal 
Health Services”

“Aquatic Animal Disease Surveillance”

Example, Chapter 10.3 : Infection With Gyrodactylus Salaris
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means a minimum set of conditions, as described in Article 1.4.6., 
required to ensure biosecurity for a specific disease, in a country, 
zone or compartment.

Example, Chapter 10.3 : Infection With Gyrodactylus Salaris



8Example, Chapter 10.3 : Infection With Gyrodactylus Salaris



9Loss of Self-declared animal health status

Occurrence/recurrence of the disease

Notification to WAHIS

Liaison between WAHIS or Member and Status Department

Outbreak impacts the self-declaration

Communication with Member

WOAH website updated, the self-declaration is not 
accessible anymore online

Outbreak does not impact the self-declaration

No further action, the self-declaration remains 
accessible online

24h
24 h



10Update of Self-declared status of animal health status

Standard Operating Procedures or Aquatic Code 
chapter updates

WOAH assesses the impact of changes on freedom 
requirements

WOAH reviews self-declarations

Updates impact the self-declaration

Communication with Member: request for updated 
self-declaration

WOAH website updated

Updates do not impact the self-declaration

No further action, the self-declaration remains 
accessible online
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Events not closed in WAHIS

Time requirements not included

Surveillance data not provided or insufficient 

Submission to another Department → self-declaration@woah.org 

Poor-quality Maps

• Challenges

Submission of a self-declaration

mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
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Clarity of structure, following the template 
(annex III of the SOP)

Hyperlinks to pieces of legislation/documents that 
substantiate statements

Test results presentation

• Strengths

Submission of a self-declaration



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you!
disease.status@woah.org
self-declaration@woah.org

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:disease.status@woah.org
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org


14Additional slides 
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the measures implemented to maintain 
freedom

( What should be included in the self-declaration ? )

The scope of the declaration, i.e. the 
specific disease , the level of freedom 
(country, zone or compartment ) and 
the pathway utilised  to claim or 
return to disease freedom;

information to verify that basic 
biosecurity conditions and the 
requirements 
of surveillance systems have been 
met;

details of the surveillance design and 
assumptions the surveillance analysis and 

results

https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259838
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259839
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259840
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259841
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259842
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259842
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259843
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259844
https://sont.woah.org/portal/tool/glossary/259845
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