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WOAH Aquatic Collaborating Centre Network 

2

To providing scientific knowledge and support to both the Organization and its Member Countries, 
promoting international cooperation in the field of aquatic animal health and welfare. 
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About the ERAAAD Collaborating Centre
➢ Established in 2010, as a bi-national collaboration between the Norwegian Veterinary Institute (NVI) and  the Atlantic 

Veterinary College (AVC) of the University of Prince Edward Island

➢ It operates as a global centre of research, expertise, standardization of techniques and distribution of  knowledge 

in the specialized area of aquatic animal diseases, and help building capacity for the WOAH member countries 

through research collaborations, trainings, and participation in assessments of  performance of veterinary services

(PVS)

Dr. Larry  Hammel
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Key Objectives:

Reduce disease spread and sustain global aquaculture production 

• Building epidemiological capacity at national and farm level

• Improve aquatic animal epidemiology competence → raise awareness  of basic concepts on 

disease dynamics, biosecurity, health management and diagnostics

• Advance in developing digital technologies and tools for animal health  monitoring, 

surveillance and disease management

Collaborating Centre’s 5-year strategy plan (2021-2025)
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To strengthen disease surveillance and emerging disease response in 
aquatic animal health management (2023-2025)

Aquae Strength

• The project is led by the Italian Ministry of health and supported by the 
WOAH. The project is led by the Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle 
Venezie (Italy), and involved 4 beneficiary institutes

• WP1 -  Critical shortfall in GIS-based surveillance 

o lack of technical knowledge and expertise

o deficient infrastructure  

o limited access to spatial data 

o under use of GIS in existing surveillance system, in planning and 

response activities 
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FAO- Guideline for implementation of 
PMP-AB

 
o Technical working group for development and implementation of 

Progressive Management Pathway for Aquaculture Biosecurity 
(PMP/AB).
o Develope toolkits (on-farm biosecurity, governance, cost-benefits, 

etc), Workshops, and Publications

o Trainings in Aquaculture-Value Chain Risk Analysis  
o Asia- Afica (Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi) – March 

2024

o Upcoming workshops November 3-8, 2025
o Early Warning System (EWS) at Farm Level
o Aquatic Organism Health (AOH) Management and Aquaculture 

Biosecurity
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Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Aquatic Animal Health 
and Biosecurity 

• Fact sheets for emerging diseases e.g. Lactococcosis

• Workshop (KSA 5-6 May 2025) 

• Develop pratical tools: Biosecurity Evaluation Tool 

FAO- General Fisheries Commission for the 
Mediterranean (GFCM)
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Co-opted Advisory Group member of Network of Aquaculture Centre in Asia-Pacific 
(NACA). 

Mission 
(a) evaluate disease trends and emerging threats
(b) identify developments with global aquatic animal disease issues and standards
(c) review and evaluate the Quarterly Aquatic Animal Disease reporting programme and assess the list of diseases of regional 

concern
(d) provide guidance and leadership on regional strategies to improving management 
(e) monitor and evaluate progress on Technical Guidelines implementation
(f) facilitate coordination and communication of progress on regional programmes
(g) advise in identification and designation of regional resources, as Experts (RRE), Laboratories (RRL)
(h) identify issues of relevance that require depth review and propose actions needed. 

• Upcoming meeting - 24th Meeting of the Asia Regional Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal Health
(AGM 24), 24-25 November 2025 
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Fish for Development Ghana 2019-2025

Outcome 1
Improved regulatory framework to protect the 
aquatic environment and for sustainable 
aquaculture

Outcome 2
Fish health management for establishing 
knowledge and improving the health status of 
farmed fish in Ghana

Outcome 3
Monitoring of the aquaculture industry through 
improved data collection and routine inspections
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Fish for Development Colombia 2021-2027

Outcome 1 Improved capacity to implement science-based 
management advice for selected fisheries

Outcome 2
Improved cooperation with neighboring countries and 
regional and international fisheries bodies

Outcome 3
Improved knowledge base for marine aquaculture 

Outcome 4
Improved capacity for the Colombian government to 
control the environmental footprint of aquaculture

Outcome 5
Capacity for  surveillance, control and prevention of 
disease in aquatic animals improved
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Increased Sustainability in Aquaculture in 
Sub Saharan Countries Africa (2010-2024) 
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Fish for Development Kenya 2026 -

Kenya Directorate of 
Veterinary Services 

Kenya Marine & 
Fisheries Research 
Institute
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Collaboration with EU networks: COST Actions

https://bioaqua-cost.eu/

https://harmony-net.eu/

https://better-biosecurity.eu/

COST is an EU-funded programme which provides researchers and 
innovators with funding to set up interconnected, interdisciplinary 
and collaborative research networks in Europe and beyond.
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Norwegian Veterinary Institute 
International Cooperation Development Group
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No one knows everything; 
everyone knows something; 

together we know more 
- Mr. Simon Rodriguez



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you!

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/

	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2: WOAH Aquatic Collaborating Centre Network 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Collaborating Centre’s 5-year strategy plan (2021-2025)
	Slide 5: Aquae Strength
	Slide 6: FAO- Guideline for implementation of PMP-AB  
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Fish for Development Ghana 2019-2025
	Slide 10: Fish for Development Colombia 2021-2027
	Slide 11: Increased Sustainability in Aquaculture in  Sub Saharan Countries Africa (2010-2024) 
	Slide 12: Fish for Development Kenya 2026 -
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Norwegian Veterinary Institute  International Cooperation Development Group
	Slide 15


