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Is no news good, or just… no 
news?
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Presentation outline

•Data collection and reporting with WAHIS

• WOAH mandate on transparency
• Reporting obligations
• WAHIS

•Aquatic animal health situation: AQMENET 

Members

•Benefits of reporting

•How to get support

•Conclusions
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Since its creation WOAH has been the mandated 
international body collecting data on, observing, and 
analysing animal diseases  throughout the world.

Prompt 

dissemination

WAHIS

Facilitates 

decision making
Reliable data

WAHIS

Ensure transparency in the global animal disease situation
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Reporting obligations





Immediate notifications and weekly follow-up reports on exceptional 
events:

• first occurrence or recurrence of a listed disease in a country or zone

• first occurrence or recurrence of a strain of a pathogenic agent of a 
listed disease in a country or zone

• sudden and unexpected change in the distribution or increase in 
incidence of a listed disease in a country or zone 

• occurrence of a listed disease in an new host species

Within 24 hours!

Reporting obligations Article 1.1.3. 



If you have ongoing events …..

Follow -up reports : Weekly updates – until closed as stable or resolved and 
absolutely before creation of corresponding six -monthly report

Why it is important to keep your ongoing events updated ?

• Transparency – WOAH's mandate

• Opening trade after a disease event

• (Re)gaining official disease status of freedom (only WOAH Members)

• Making a self -declaration of freedom  (only WOAH Members)

• Data consistency with six -monthly reports

Reporting obligations Article 1.1.3. 



Six -monthly reports : two semestrial reports (terrestrial  and  aquatic  animals) .

For  each  listed  disease :

• Occurrence code

• Control measures

• Quantitative data

Annual report: Animal  Population

Recommended deadlines 
First semester: 15 September
Second semester: 15 March (following year)

Recommended deadline 
End of April each year

Reporting obligations Article 1.1.3. 



 Other important animal health information: Although Members are only 
required to notify listed diseases and emerging diseases, they are encouraged to 
provide WOAH with other important animal health information (via WAHIS 
support following the dedicated guidelines Article 1.1.5 Notifications : WAHIS 
Support)

Reporting obligations  - Article 1.1.5. 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie_de_la_liste_de_l_oie
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie_emergente
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000079238-Article-1-1-5-Notifications
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000079238-Article-1-1-5-Notifications


* Data transfer from Early Warning Reports to Six-Monthly Reports excludes data on emerging diseases.  

Reporting obligations



Reporting obligations
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Reporting obligations

1 2

International spread 
of the pathogenic 
agent and at least 
one country has 
demonstrated 

country or zone 
freedom

Transmission to humans 
with severe consequences

Significant impact on the 
health of cultured or wild 

animals

OR

3

Reliable means of 
detection, diagnosis 

and precise case 
definition

ANDAND

Listed  diseases of aquatic animals (31) + Emerging  diseases  (2)



WAHIS

Reliable data

WAHIS : Our Value proposition
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Field actors

Official national 
services

RUMOUR 
TRACKING

VERIFICATION

Animal Health 
Community

Countries
General 
Public

Improved 
Animal  Health

Stronger Food 
Security

Better Public 
Health

Economic 
Growth

WAHIS

Lab confirmation

Facilitates
decision making

Enables risk
management

Improves disease 
awareness

Safeguards
international 

trade

Provides legal
backing

WAHIS: Information flow
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Early

warning 

system

Monitoring 

system
Annual reports

Alerts and follow-up 

on exceptional

events

Information on 31 

listed diseases in 

aquatic animals

DISEASE REPORTING SYSTEM SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Animal demographic

WAHIS modules
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Data from Early Warning Module: 2 aquatic diseases ever reported both eradicated

If disease previously absent in SMR, needs to be reported through EWM if recurs

White spot syndrome virus resolved in 2011 – Saudi Arabia

Koi herpesvirus  resolved in 2022 – Iraq
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WAHIAD would like to support you to convert those blue  into pink.

Get those outstanding 2025 SEM01 reports drafted and submitted! (even when aquaculture is not 

relevant in your country)

WE MISS YOU!

Aquatic animal health situation: AQMENET participants (data as of 22 October 2025)
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WE MISS YOU!

• No reports VS ‘Disease absent’ or ‘never reported’ or  ‘No information’?
• Emerging aquacolture sectors VS negligible and mostly rely on fishery?
• Limited surveillance/diagnostic capacity?
• Disease freedom?

Aquatic animal health situation AQMENET participants, SMR  1-2025 and absence of data
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Most Annual Reports submitted (9/10)!

Aquaculture seems still limited (few members 
reported aquatic population data)
 

Why is your country's data 
important?

Aquatic animal health situation: AQMENET participants, Annual Reports (data as of 22 October 2025)
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▪ ABSENCE of disease
▪ PRESENCE of disease
▪ Safe trade
▪ Enables early warning systems 
▪ Baseline data to detect changes
▪ Historical records
▪ Strengthen regional cooperation
▪ Shows engagement and transparency
▪ Build trust 
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How to get support

Link to six-monthly report notification procedures

https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185-Notification-Procedures-Proc-dures-de-notification-Procedimientos-de-notificaci-n
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How to get support

User assistance

support desk https://wahis-support.woah.org

Demos

1-to-1 and group training sessions

video tutorials

FAQs

data extractions & analysis

distribution maps

Regional support

https://wahis-support.woah.org/
https://wahis-support.woah.org/
https://wahis-support.woah.org/
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Conclusions

Trust builds over time

Today’s baseline is tomorrow’s comparison point

Better to report ‘nothing’ than report nothing

EW and SMR modules are complementary

Relevant information is in the Notification Procedures and we have a dedicated 
team to support you



Questions ?



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you!
Subscribe to:
https://www.woah.org/en/what -
we-do/animal -health -and -
welfare/disease -data -
collection/info -list/

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
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