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WOAH will not publish self-declarations of 
animal health status for diseases with 

official recognition of animal health status

Official recognition of animal health status
vs. self-declarations health status



Your country has a favourable animal health status for a particular disease

The self-declaration can:

▪ Increase visibility of disease freedom

▪ Promote your country’s good animal health practices

& quality of the Veterinary Services

▪ Demonstrate transparency in animal disease situation 

& continuous compliance with WOAH standards

Why self-declare freedom from a disease?



www.woah.org/self-declaration 

Self-declaration of animal health status

➢Documented compliance with the provisions 
of Article 1.6.3. and with disease-specific 
articles of the Terrestrial Code

➢ Following the Standard Operating Procedure
for the publication of self-declarations

A self-declaration of disease freedom is a documented statement from the Delegate of 
the Member and it is entirely under the Delegate’s responsibility.

http://www.woah.org/self-declaration


• The procedure
2 w

eeks
24h

Reception of a self-declaration

Acknowledgement of receipt

Review of the self-declaration

Information missing

Communication with the 
Member

Compilation of requested 
information

Self-declaration complete

Edited version sent for Delegate’s 
approval

DDG’s review

PUBLICATION

SELF-DECLARATION WEBSITE

Self-declaration of animal health status



• Loss of self-
declared status

24 h
24 h

Self-declaration of animal health status

Occurrence/recurrence of the disease

Notification to WAHIS

Liaison between WAHIS or Member and SD

Outbreak impacts SD

Communication with Member

WOAH website updated

Outbreak does not impact SD

Communication with Member



Size

Language

Structure

File compatibility

Submission format  

SOP 

Annex II and Annex III

When in doubt, please visit the dedicated self-declaration webpage!
www.woah.org/self-declaration 

Self-declaration of animal health status

• Format

http://www.woah.org/self-declaration
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Events not closed in WAHIS

Time requirements not included (surveillance after stamping out, 
time requirements for freedom)

Starting date of the SD

Submission to another Department

Self-declaration of animal health status

• Challenges
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Submission ahead of time 

SDs that account for previous 
comments and publications

Clarity of structure

Hyperlinks to legislation or documents 
that substantiate statements

Test results presentation

Self-declaration of animal health status

• Strengths



It is not an official recognition by WOAH

The responsibility lies entirely under the WOAH Delegate of the Member

WOAH does not endorse Members’ self-declarations

Self-declaration cannot be made for diseases for which WOAH has an 
official recognition procedure

No submission deadline

Self-declaration of animal health status

• Very important points
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Thank you for your attention!

• For more information please contact: disease.status@woah.org  self-declaration@woah.org

• Diseases Status page: www.woah.org/official-status
• Terrestrial Code: www.woah.org/terrestrial-code

mailto:disease.status@woah.org
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
http://www.woah.org/official-status
http://www.woah.org/terrestrial-code
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