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Globally

Approximately 150 countries

59, 000 human deaths (estimated) annually despite being 

100% preventable

99% human rabies cases due to bites from infected dogs

3.7 million disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) lost each 

year

Economic burden of 8.6 billion USD annually

Loss of livestock and working animals

Middle East and Arabian Peninsula

2015: WOAH Regional Commission for the Middle East 
adopted ‘Control of rabies in the Middle East with emphasis 
on stray dog control’ as a technical item

2023: WOAH Regional Commission for the Middle East →
Recommendations on importance of One Health

Key challenges: increase in dog bite cases, underreporting 
of rabies cases, lack of adequate resources for DPM, few 
countries conducting mass dog vaccination
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Global and Regional burden of rabies
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Zero by 30: the Global Strategic Plan to end human deaths 
from dog-mediated rabies by 2030

Launched 2018

One Health approach

Country-centric

Objective 1: to effectively use vaccines, medicines, 

tools and technologies

Objective 2: to generate, innovate and measure 
impact

Objective 3: to sustain commitment and resources



Established by FAO, WHO and WOAH in September 

2020 to implement ‘Zero by 30’

An inclusive network of stakeholders from a range of 

sectors with a common vision to achieve zero 

human deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030

Engage with the rabies community through website,  

webinars, newsletters, social media, podcast

Coordinate stakeholders to better support 

countries in implementation of rabies control

www.unitedagainstrabies.org 
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United Against Rabies Forum

http://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/
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Are we progressing towards Zero by 30? 

Objective 1: to effectively use vaccines, medicines, tools and 

technologies

Objective 2: to generate, innovate and measure impact

Objective 3: to sustain commitment and resources
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United Against Rabies Roadmap

Zero by 30 goal

(WHO Validation) 
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Building evidence

Poor rabies data → poor political will and 

investment

Need to build evidence and collect reliable data
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Building evidence

Improve laboratory and diagnostic capacity, 

surveillance and reporting

Communication between human and veterinary 

health stakeholders

Reporting data: Field → National → International 

(WHO Global Health Observatory, WOAH World 

Animal Health Information System)



Who do I share data with?
• Competent authorities

• Can facilitate by having a national point of contact for rabies 

Why? 

• Highlights true burden of rabies

• Measures progress and demonstrate success

• Empowers decision making and informs resource needs/allocation

• Mandate of WOAH and WHO Member Countries

How? 
• Field → National → International

• Health authorities → WHO Global Health Observatory

• Veterinary Services → WOAH World Animal Health Information System

• Note: There are some excellent tools available to help data 
collection and reporting – this data should still be reported 
internationally
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Data sharing is critical to demonstrating progress
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Initiate plan – Developing a National Strategic Plan

Provides a framework with clear activities, roles 

and responsibilities

Brings together key stakeholders to contribute to 

rabies control in the country

Testifies government commitment to progressing 

toward Zero by 30
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WOAH endorsement of official control programmes
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Scale up
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Highlighting the successes and progress

Does your country still have dog-mediated rabies, but a robust One Health National Strategic Plan for 

rabies is in place?

• Veterinary services should contact WOAH regarding endorsement of official control programme for dog-mediated 

rabies.

Has your country had zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies for at least 24 months?

• Health authorities should contact WHO regarding validation procedures (WHO TRS 2018)

Is your country free of dog-mediated rabies? 

• Veterinary authorities should contact WOAH regarding self-declaration of freedom from dog-mediated rabies.
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United Against Rabies Forum



Thank you!

Contact: r.tidman@woah.org

 globalrabiescoordinator@woah.org

 

Website: www.unitedagainstrabies.org 

mailto:r.tidman@woah.org
mailto:globalrabiescoordinator@woah.org
http://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/
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