
WOAH and WOAH mandate on animal welfare
Regional Platforms and Regional strategies



• intergovernmental organization with focus 
on transparently disseminating information 
on animal diseases, improving animal health and welfare  
globally and thus build a safer, healthier and more 
sustainable world.

• 183 Member Countries

• 5 Regional and 8 Sub-Regional Offices



Global Animal Welfare Strategy 

A world where the welfare of animals is respected, 

promoted and advanced, 

in ways that complement the pursuit of animal health, 

human well-being, socio-economic development and 

environmental sustainability.
(May 2017)

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Animal_Welfare/docs/pdf/Others/EN_OIE_AW_Strategy.pdf


Continents Route

AMERICAS
RAWS

African Platform for Animal 
Welfare

MIDDLE EAST
RAWS

Asia, the Far East and 
Oceania 
RAWS

OIE Platform on Animal 
Welfare for EUROPE
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Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe 
(launched in December 2013) 

to improve animal welfare in all 53 countries of Europe
and empower Veterinary Services to take action on
animal welfare in compliance with OIE standards
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Middle East Animal Welfare Action Plan
(2016 – 2019)  

to empower 

Veterinary Services to take actions in 

Animal Welfare in compliance with 

OIE standards 

Priority topics
1. Transport of animals by sea 

2. Transport of animals by land

3. Slaughter of animals

4. Stray dog population control
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Animal welfare - transport by land  
(ENG/RUS/ARB)

1. Introduction to animal welfare
2. Animal behaviour
3. Use of animal behaviour in handling.
4. Planning and preparations
5. Loading and transport by land 
6. Unloading and resting
7. Transport of poultry 
8. Responsibilities and competencies
9. Animal welfare in transport and meat quality

Animal welfare - transport by sea
(ENG/ARB)
4. Planning and preparations 
5. Loading and transport by sea
6. Unloading

Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe – transport of animals  

Centre for Animal Welfare and Ethics University of Queensland in Australia 
OIE Collaborating Center on Animal Welfare Science and Bioethical Analysis.



‘

• ‘Train-the-Trainer’ Workshops on animal welfare during long distance transport by land (Kazakhstan 
- 2016/2017, Belarus - 2017,  Russia - 2017)

• Regional Seminar on animal welfare during long distance transport (Moldova - 2018)

• ‘Training of Trainers’ Workshops on animal welfare during long transport by land and by sea for 
Middle East (Jordan, Egypt - 2017/2018, Oman - 2019)

Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe – transport of animals  



Regional ‘Training of Trainers’ Workshop on animal welfare during long 
transport  by land and by sea for Middle East 

February  – May 2019November 2017 – March 2018



Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe – transport of animals  

• dedicated workshops 
(veterinary services, governmental 
authorities, business operators)

• training session for CA

• dedicated modules included in 
Continuing Professional Development 
Programs 
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Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovenia and Turkey 
Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, United Arab Emirates

Multi-regional WJS workshop
on long-distance transport by land and sea 
between Europe, the Middle East and North Africa
November 2023, Tunis – PLANNED
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Recommendations and Final Report - WOAH – Europe

https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-regional-commission-for-europe-rc-europe/regional-conferences-for-europe/30th-regional-conference/recommendations/


Providing resources, tools and training
to the veterinary workforce

“One of the key takeaways from this 
workshop was to start building a contact 
network, that will be very useful to exchange 
information and better detect issues before 

a shipment reaches its final destination”

…. need a continuous cooperation between 
veterinary authorities of exporting, transit, 
and importing countries, so that they can 
exchange reports on animal welfare 
violations or poor implementation.”

“The workshop brought together 
representatives from European countries, who 
are mostly exporters, and Middle East 
countries, who are mostly importers of live 
animals. We identified a weakness point: the 
lack of communication and follow-up, once a 
trip has started.”



Terms of Reference of the National Contact Point on Long-Distance Transportation

(29th Regional Conference, 9-10 November 2020)

WOAH National Contact Points (nominated by the Delegate)

Main tasks - establishing operational communication links within the network of contact
points in Europe to facilitate the exchange of the relevant information and solving problems
arising with long-distance and cross border transport of animals in the region

Regional 
Network 
in Europe

Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe – transport of animals  



Technical Item I (with questionnaire)

•

•

•

•

https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-regional-commission-for-europe-rc-europe/regional-conferences-for-europe/30th-regional-conference/reference-documents/



Main points of the for self-assessment and monitoring tool
• Focus on transport by sea and land
• Define the elements of the chapters relevant to assess 

the level of implementation of the standards 
• Propose a survey
• Methodology to analyze the survey
• Point of discussion – IT aspects: host and maintenance

The Observatory developing a 

thematic study on the 

implementation of standards 

related to transport of live animals 

at global level



David Bayvel

Animal welfare 

is a journey 
not a destination 
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